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Where has God put you?  
I travelled to Uganda this year. Being a missionary has definite perks and advantages! 
As the plane prepared to land on the great continent of Africa where I’d never been before, I felt grate-
ful and excited. Mind you, up to that moment I had been terrified, not of lions and hippos, but of what 
on earth I had to bring that would make this trip worthwhile to the local people. I was there to help run 
a leadership conference for young Church leaders 
and it worked out wonderfully in the end. They 
were among the most inspiring young people I 
have ever met with more challenges and less se-
curity than I’ve ever had to deal with.  
It was amazing to experience a whole new nation, 
and to dip into a culture and a history so com-
pletely different from my own. The local people 
were so warm and loving, they made me feel wel-
come immediately. The Ugandan people are 
young, strikingly beautiful and love eye-catching 
colourful clothes, but my favourite memory is of 
their music. All the church music I heard was so beautiful. The natural rhythm, harmonies and funky 
echoey bits made me fantasise about having Ugandan friends singing when I hit the realms of heaven.  
Coming back, I felt encouraged, renewed and reaffirmed in my calling to share the love of God with oth-
ers. The whole experience made it clear to me that God calls us all to be missionary disciples also be-
cause he wants to bless us and renew us as we step out. This is true in exotic places like Africa but also 
in our own backyards and families. We are all called, by Baptism, to share what we have, not just for 
others sake but for own growth as well.  

Where has God put you to be a sign of his love and compassion?                                               
Don’t underestimate your influence in the lives of the people around you. 

S i s t e r s ’   N e w s l e t t er 

The MGL Sisters Year of Youth team has finished their travels around Australia, finishing up in the Dio-
cese of Port Pirie at the end of November. This Diocese involved a lot of driving and visiting different 
areas and places, like Port Augusta, Whyalla and Port Lincoln. They did a wonderful job. They were SO 
well received in the Parishes and Schools they visited. They have had the opportunity to inspire thou-
sands of young people who normally miss the youth ministry that happens in the larger cities and Dio-
cese. We are very proud of the Sisters, brothers and young people who made up the team for 9 months 

of intensive ministry.  
 

They were all excep-
tional witnesses to the 
Gospel. Thank you too 
to all the people who 
constantly followed 
and prayed for the 
team. The power of 
prayer was very obvi-
ous in the striking suc-
cess of their work.    
       Judy Bowe

PORT PIRIE 



It’s hard to believe that the Year of Youth is 
now over and our MGL team has finished 
our ministry and life as a team together!   
During September, October and November 
the Sisters and our team ministered in the 
Diocese of Port Pirie – often splitting into 
two teams to cover the many towns of this 
massive area.  We ministered for three 
weeks in each of the four Catholic second-
ary schools; hosted a youth camp, young 
adults retreat and youth festival in con-
junction with Fr Harold (the Youth Coodi-
nator for the Diocese); ministered to pri-
mary school students and staff, parishion-
ers, youth and young adults in the River-
land, Port Lincoln, Port Pirie, Whyalla and 
Port Augusta and visited several other towns for Masses, lunches, events and meeting youth and parishioners.  We’ve 
supported youth groups and assisted the leaders through training and formation, run whole day school retreats, assist-
ed young adults to meet and connect with one another, brought together young people for youth nights and prayer 
experiences and enabled parishioners to go deeper in their faith through experiences of formation and prayer. We’ve 
been totally blown away by the hospitality we have received from the bishop, priests, parishioners and young people 
of the Port Pirie Diocese.  We’ve really experienced God’s love in the generosity of our hosts and their welcome and 
receptivity to our team and what we have to offer.   
I’ve also just been so proud of our team of young people – the sacrifices they have made to be a part of the team this 
year, the way they have grown, flourished, persisted and shined in ministry and team life. This year has shown to my-
self and many others that our young people are an incredible blessing to our church and our world.  We’ve seen faith-
ful youth scattered all over the three massive Dioceses that we have visited and to me that’s an exciting sign for our 
Church.  My prayer is that we can continue to reach out to our young and to connect them in with our church commu-
nity and ultimately allow them to encounter the amazing power of God’s love because it’s been amazing to see this 
happening all over our country this year!                                                                                                                Therese Mills 

A highlight for me was a chance encounter with a young family 
in Quorn, which is in the stunning southern Flinders Ranges.  
We were invited to have dinner to celebrate the birthday of Fr 
Jimmy, and I jumped at the chance to honour him in this way 
and also the chance to check out the beautiful town.  To his 
credit, Fr Jimmy used the short amount of time we were with him to in-
troduce us to a family from the parish who have three teenage and young 
adult daughters.  We connected with these beautiful young women 
straight away and were thrilled 
that they could come to our 
youth group being held the next 
night in Port Augusta.  For me, 
one of the highlights of the Year 
of Youth has been finding and 
connecting with young people 
in towns all over Australia – it’s 
like discovering hidden treasure 
and it has given me encourage-
ment and hope that the Church 
is alive! 
Bernadette Toohey 

One highlight for me was connecting with 
the boarding students at St Mark’s College.  
We visited them three times for Tuesday 
night dinner and then stayed on to host the 
weekly boarder’s prayer evening.  I loved 
sharing a meal and getting to know them 
over our time there.  They were relaxed 
and natural when we visited and I loved 
seeing how they entered into our prayer 
sessions.  I think they enjoyed it because 
we presented dramas, something different 
to what they were used to,  so it connected 
with them in a fresh and meaningful way.  I 
also loved climbing Mt Remarkable and 
seeing the stunning landscape of this part 
of Australia.                               Amy McCabe 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 
YEAR OF YOUTH TEAM IN 

PORT PIRIE DIOCESE  



THE GIFT OF CPE 

I have just completed a Clinical Pastoral Education course (CPE). 
Over the past 18 weeks I have been on a placement which has in-
volved 100 hours of visits, offering pastoral care to people in a hos-
pital and nursing home. CPE also involves group and individual su-
pervision and reflective written assignments. It has been a rich time 
of learning and growth! I have felt blessed to share human to hu-
man connections with people, companioning them in whatever they 
are going through. I was able to witness to the healing power of be-
ing truly listened to and was able to receive this myself through my 
peers and supervisors. When we are received just as we are, with all 
our feelings, our thoughts, our responses, our experiences and sto-
ries, we are able to move towards being integrated as a whole per-
son. CPE has helped me to be able to see those that I was minister-
ing to as a whole person. I strived to treat them with the care and 
love that being a whole person demands, with the accepting love 
that Jesus offers us. The journey of CPE is not one sided, in giving I 
received, I learnt. I was also able to grow in seeing myself as a whole 
person, learning how to hold and accept all the parts of me and my 
story. Facilitating a space of love, acceptance and vulnerability was 
always a sacred space. It was so enriching noticing the presence of 
God, seeing God at work in every person I met, in each encounter, 
often in very surprising ways!           Sarah Jane Hollitt                                                                
 

THE CALL TO HOLINESS 

In the last few years we have been overwhelmed 
by so many different problems and issues in the 
Church. This has often left us wondering about 
how we should respond. Pope Francis’ Apostolic 
Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate (the Call to Ho-
liness) gives us a way to live out our faith in hope 
and reminds us that people will always be 
attracted to holiness and that this is the panacea 
for all the ills we see around us. 
Pope Francis gives a vision that makes holiness 
seem possible by reminding us that we are made 
holy through the work of the Holy Spirit in us. He 
reminds us to do the small things in life with love 
and gives examples of how holiness grows 
through such gestures  as not gossiping and be-
ing kind to those around us even when we feel 
tired. These simple things help us to orient our 
lives towards the path of holiness as they be-
come little sacrifices of love to Jesus and for his 
people.  

The Pope reminds us 
that being holy is not 
just about our salva-
tion but that it is also 
what attracts others 
to Jesus. When we 
think of those in our 
life time who have 
been holy, such as 

Mother Teresa, we see something of Jesus. So, 
by cooperating with the Holy Spirit in our lives 
and by loving in all that we do we are trans-
formed.  Our holiness becomes attractive to oth-
ers - not that people become attracted to us but 
rather to Jesus.               Kate Atkins 

STEPS OF HOLINESS IN EVERYDAY LIFE 

Not long ago one of our parishioners with serious mental health issues returned to daily Mass. John’s (not his real-
name) behaviour was bizarre, confronting and overpowering. Many in our faith community were scared or taken 
aback, some were offended and some stopped coming to the parish. Our pastoral staff put into place all the appropri-
ate and possible safety measures, yet most people were still edgy and nervous, and avoided him, not knowing how to 
relate to him. I noticed however, that the “old ladies” seemed more relaxed and were friendly. My heart was moved, 
and I was challenged at how often I had gone out of my way to steer clear of him. So I made the decision to connect 
with him naturally. 
A  few weeks later some of us were chatting after Mass when John bounded up and said: “Hello, Patti, sweetie. How 
are you today?” I replied, “I’m fine John, and how are you?” He came straight back with, “I’m no good Patti, no good at 
all,” and then he ran away. I was so sad. John is now in hospital receiving treatment, and our prayer is that he will be 
stabilised soon. The whole situation has left me with questions around how we, as faith Communities support and care 
for one another in these situations. And how do we process our own fears and behaviours?                   Patti Jo Crockett 



Donations can be made via direct deposit or 
cheque:  
       Commonwealth Bank 

       Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters 

       BSB:   062-913 ACC:   1032 2059  
 Please find enclosed my donation of $.......................... 
 NAME    …………………………………………………………….. 
 ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………… 

 …………………………………………………………………………..……...    
 POST CODE:.………………………………………………………………. 
 EMAIL………………………..………………………………………………. 
 

Canberra 3 Karney St KAMBAH ACT 2902 p: (02) 6166 6941  mglsisters@gmail.com 

Melbourne 6 Dunstan Street NORTH BALWYN VIC 3104 p. (03) 9857 8177 mglsisters.melb@gmail.com 

Sydney 11 Torbert Ave QUAKERS HILL NSW 2763 p: (02) 9626 8382 
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Contact Us 
www.mglsisters.org 

 MISSIONARIES OF     
 GOD’S LOVE       
 SISTERS  
 STARTING ANEW 
 WITH JESUS  

With thanks to Bytes ‘n Colours in Canberra for their generous ongoing support in printing this newsletter. www.bytesncolours.com.au 

SAINTS OF THE NEW MILLENIUM 

I could think of no better place on earth to celebrate the 
feast of All Saints Day than at the shrine of Our Lady of 
Mercy, Penrose Park. Together with fellow sisters Kathe-
rine and Julie, as well as other team members, I had the 
privilege of witnessing and giving formation to the adults 
and youth at a home-schooling camp in Berrima.  We 
gathered on holy ground, where thousands of pilgrims 
have walked and prayed at shrines dedicated to the gi-
ants of our Catholic tradition.   
We formed community with almost one hundred people 
by participating in daily Mass, praying devotions at the 
shrine, giving faith formation, and enjoying great conver-
sations around the table.  
I urged the young ones to turn to their saints and pray 
for their intercession.  Each young person was invited  to 
select the name of one of their peers, and to intentional-
ly ask the Holy Spirit to pray for what they felt God was 
wanting to bless them with.  They also had a mission to 
love that person through random acts of kindness each 
day.  My message to them was focused on leading pas-
sionate lives by letting Christ be at the centre. I encour-
aged them to love the unfriendly, to be courageous in 
defending their faith, to be selfless in the daily dying to 
self for Christ, and most importantly to pray for the de-
sire to be saints.               Rachel Fleurant 

ANOTHER YEAR OF YOUTH TEAM HIGHLIGHT 

It was incredible to work with the Year 11 students at 
Samaritan College who will be the future leaders of the 
monthly Friday youth group.  Our team trained these 
young leaders in running games, planning a youth night, 
speaking in front of the young people and leading them 
in prayer.  It is exciting that the youth group in Whyalla 
will be able to continue with these young people leading 
and gaining the experience of being youth ministers, 
which will in turn grow and nurture their faith!          
               Kathryn Kingsley   

The MGL Sisters depend on providence. 
If you would like to support our work, your donations 

and prayers would be very much appreciated. 

We are now regularly adding stories and news to our 
blog—Check it out in the News/Blog section in the    

drop-down menu on our website 


