
Asia Pacific School of Evangelisation (APSE) in 2015  

Earlier this year APSE combined forces with Catholic Schools Youth Ministry Australia (CSYMA) and 

commissioned 65 young people for the work of evangelisation and youth ministry. In mid-February 

the young people gathered for the week-long Youth Ministry Equipping School that took place in the 

beautiful grounds of John Paul II Catholic Centre, Canberra.  

The aims of the Youth Ministry Equipping School are -  

1. To gather young adults (aged 18-35), forming them in the Catholic faith and 
equipping them to be leaders in evangelisation and youth ministry. 

2. To nurture and develop youth leadership in the Catholic Church. 
3. To draw young people into a rich experience of community life. 
4. To send people out on mission experiences in the local, Australian and Asia-

Pacific region. 
 

The Equipping School offered dynamic lectures and seminars focused on the New Evangelisation, prayer 

& spirituality, youth ministry, skills needed for ministry, leadership and cross cultural mission training. 

        

(Eucharist, prayer and spirituality – a major component)    (Young people sharing their lives with one another)  

Not only do the participants receive formation in evangelisation and youth ministry, they are also 

drawn into a rich experience of our Catholic faith. Each day the participants begin with Eucharistic 

Adoration, followed by celebration of the Eucharist and then a time of praise and worship. Throughout 

the week the young people have the opportunity to also receive the sacrament of reconciliation. 

The 65 young people came from small country towns and major cities from across Australia, as well 

as four participants from Indonesia. The School is designed for: 

 Young people (post school) interested in youth ministry and mission. 

 Young people (post school) seeking to better understand God’s call for their life. 

 Past students of APSE and those wanting to complete an APSE mission or attend 
another mission. 

 CSYMA post school young people working in a parish or school situation.  
The participants that attended the school this year were mostly students in university, CSYMA post 

school young people working in schools and parishes, youth group leaders and young people who 

want to share the Catholic faith and take up the challenge from Matthew 28:20 where Jesus says, 

“Go out into the world and share the Good News”. 

    

(Marist Youth Ministry Team member)                                            (Daly River boys get ready to present the Gospel) 



 

Following the Equipping School, the participants were able to choose from a number of short term 

mission immersions to Philippines, Townsville, Indonesia and/or India. These short term mission 

immersion trips gave the participants an opportunity to ‘go out’ and put into practice what they had 

learnt from the Equipping School.  

The mission teams consist of about 6-8 young people and the adventure takes place for 

approximately two weeks. During this time, the mission teams conduct various outreaches such as 

youth rallies; visiting and evangelising in orphanages, schools and youth centres; lead and animate 

faith sessions with youth and/or young adult groups; work alongside past APSE students in 

conducting formation training and leadership in local areas and with the Disciples of Jesus 

Community where possible. 

Alternatively, those who are CSYMA members or those unable to go on mission, went back into their 

youth ministry position equipped for the skills needed in their role as youth minister in schools or 

parishes.  

CSYMA also conducted an outreach to Uganda.  

 

This year, I had the opportunity of going to Bali and India with some of the cream-of-the-crop young 

people from our church in Australia.  

Having had the privilege of being with these young people, serving with them and seeing them in 

action, is truly inspiring! One experience that stands out for me was with our team of eight in Bali.  

We visited a home for the disadvantaged, neglected, rejected, abandoned and homeless youth. 

Towards the end of our time with these young people, we asked if we could pray with them. The 

youth very reverently bowed their heads in prayer and waited for the Aussie team members to pray 

with them. The atmosphere was one of peace, prayer and anointing as each team member silently 

went around and prayed individually with these young people for hope and God’s Love.  
 
 

         
      (Elysha prays with a young girl)                     (making friends in an orphanage)   (Youth Ministry in the slum area) 
 

I conclude with a summary, of the experience had by one of the team members. 
 

 “My highlight was meeting the local people in Bali and being encouraged by the way they live their 

faith. In amongst what can be a pretty challenging uni environment, it was a refreshing time for me 

to re-group my priorities in how I love sharing about God and in putting Him and His work first. My 

experience of mission gave me the opportunity to fully trust in God”. 

 

Many blessings, 

 
Therese Mills mgl 

(APSE School and Missions Coordinator)  

 

 

 

 


