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Nothing on earth could persuade a healthy young woman to 
give up all plans for marriage, career and individual freedom.  
Yet Jesus, with a unique intimate invitation into ultimate eternal 
love, has persuaded many to make a life commitment to be giv-
en for God so that many others may come to know God’s love 
and experience life to the full.  This is always a miracle of grace. 

We are all meant to live dependent on grace. The women in the 
MGL Sisters are no more extraordinary than any other baptised 
Christian seeking to find the best life possible under God’s 
grace. Living closely together we are often aware of each others 
frailty and faults. We are just as annoying and ordinary as every 
other average person. Yet God has called us to live a life that 
depends on the power of God in every aspect. 

We actually live a very joyful life together because we have our 
focus on Jesus and the needs of others. We have the same 
temptations as anyone to be self-absorbed and become lost in 
our own sense of need. Yet, in a life soaked in prayer, we are 
called out of ourselves to be given in love to God and others.  

Every baptised person has this same call to live the abundant 
life of being given to others, no matter what our state in life. 
Being consecrated to God, without husband and family and nor-
mal everyday freedoms perhaps just makes that call seem more 
dramatic and obvious. Consecrated people are given grace to 
live a joyful life together and to share that joy with others in 
ministry. We invest our love-lives in the intimate love that ani-
mates all creation and experience a glimpse of eternal love. We 
invest our potential finances in God’s kingdom and all that God 
has is ours too. We find ultimate freedom in seeking God’s will 
and experiencing his personal provident care wherever God 
leads us in life. The joy of this life may be just God’s way of 
showing to the world that Jesus is indeed the answer to the 
happiness we are all seeking. 

You do not have to be consecrated to discover the personal love 
of God for you that brings meaning, purpose and hope into eve-
ry aspect of life. You do need to seek God above all else, to then 
discover that what God wants for you is that you know you are 
loved beyond all understanding and live in and through love 
forever. If this sounds out of the range of possibilities for an av-
erage human being return to the second paragraph above 
about all of us being needy human beings, dependent on grace. 
We are all in this together.  

Thank God for the miraculous gift of consecration, that high-
lights the love that he wants for us all. And a special thank you 
to you, reading this, who love us, pray for us and help us to live 
God’s call.            Judy Bowe 
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Mission/Study House: Melbourne 
The Melbourne Sisters are enjoying life post-lockdown and the many 

opportunities and graces that Covid-normal is bringing. We often com-

ment on the delight of simple things, like the freedom to go for a walk 

without a mask, and to linger and talk to someone after Mass rather 

than watching on a screen. Ayanthi Perera is continuing her study at 

Catholic Theological College, now joined by Sarah-Jane Hollitt who is 

also studying full-time. I am continuing in my role as the CatholicCare 

chaplain at Parkville Youth Justice Centre, journeying with young peo-

ple in custody and sharing with them the love of God, and Fiona Shananhan is supporting those in the RCIA program in 

an ongoing way, giving pastoral care and inspiring the use of the gifts of the Spirit to those who are open. Her small 

group from the Pentecost Retreat last year is still meeting regularly too. Rosie Drum is currently on her Sabbatical, but 

we are excited that she will be joining us in Melbourne from June.             Melanie Edwards 

Mission/Study House: Sydney 
Greetings from the peaceful and prayerful surroundings 
of Varroville (located north west of Campbelltown).  We 
LOVE our new home and living in Carmel House, a retreat 
facility that YMT Australia manage and operate.  Since 
our last newsletter we have farewelled Rosie Drum and 
welcomed Kathryn Kingsley. Kathryn is originally from 
Sydney, so returning to NSW is ‘coming home’ for her.   
Kathryn joins our house of five: Katherine Stone, Berna-
dette Toohey, Julie Adlawan and myself. 
 
We have been busy setting up our new home and settling 
in! Although still discerning our direction in mission and 
ministry, we have been engaged lots of creative evangeli-
sation, giving talks at retreats in Sydney and online, vis-
iting youth groups and attending Alpha at our parish.  
Katherine is moving in her gifts as a spiritual director and 
Julie is thriving in her study at Catholic Institute of Syd-
ney.  Berna was excited to run a Summer School-type 
event in her hometown of Adelaide and make Perpetual 
Vows recently.  Kathryn attended Youth Mission Team 
start-up training and Therese is working on the upcoming 
Disciples School of Mission.  We have all been involved in 
a number of youth ministry projects within the Sisters, 
diocese and DOJ.  Please keep us in your prayers as we 
continue to discern our direction.                 Therese Mills 

 Formation House: Canberra  

The beautiful house in Canberra is our foundation house 
or Mother Ship in Star Wars terms.  The house has many 
rooms and the whole 17 MGL sisters could almost fit in if 
we had to. This is our house where the leader resides, 
and new sisters come to be formed and enter into seri-
ous discernment of our life.  
 
Right now, we have 7 sisters in residence. Patti Jo Crock-
ett is our mighty founder, the original sister and catalyst 
to all we are now. At the moment she is a spiritual direc-
tor, an online ministry entrepreneur and intercessory 
prayer engine for the sisterhood. We have two forma-
tors working together in this household. Kate Atkins is 
the Dean of Studies which means she looks after lec-
tures seminars and inputs for those in formation years, 
and also guides the study choices of sisters studying in 
Melbourne. Rachel Fleurant is a Formator with her focus 
on pastoral and ministry support for the women joining 
us. Therese Do has been discerning with us for three 
years now, from Vietnam, Angela Uybarreta came from 
Darwin, but is originally from the Philippines. She has 
just taken Promises after one year. Stephanie Sullivan is 
our newest member all the way from Townsville. She fits 
in so naturally we already feel like she has been here 
forever.  I am here too, but not for long as our Chapter, 
where we will vote for a new leader, happens in June 
this year. Canberra house is a joyful, good place to live, 
and it will be hard to leave.          Judy Bowe 
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Welcome Stephanie! 

Hi there, my name is Steph, I'm 24 years old and I am 
the new MGL pre-novice this year. 
I’m from a small country town called Ingham (near 
Townsville in North Queensland). I first met the MGL 
Sisters in 2018 when they spent 3 months in Townsville 
as part of the Year of Youth. Prior to joining the Sisters, 
I was working as a legal secretary, volunteering in 
youth ministry for the Townsville Diocese, and was in 
my third year of a Bachelor of Social Work.  
I’m loving being here – I’m particularly enjoying our 
ministry days and our studies (apart from uni, I’ve never read much but it ap-
pears there’s a grace here that has turned me into a bit of a bookworm!) as 
well as meeting so many beautiful people and I certainly look forward to 
meeting many, many more of you as time goes by.        Stephanie Sullivan 

Given to the Lord forever 
The celebration of my Perpetual Vows was every bit as beautiful as I imag-

ined it would be.  Since joining the MGL Sisters in 2012 I’ve often wondered 

what this occasion, which in many respects is like a wedding day, would be 

like.  I got excited as a I designed invitations, chose a ring, planned the Mass 

and thought about things like music, decorations and having a cake to cut – it 

really felt like a wedding!  I was overwhelmed by love as family and friends 

travelled from all over to attend and pitched together to make it such a spe-

cial occasion.  It felt very surreal to walk down the aisle as Mass began, carry-

ing my candle and hearing the voices of everyone singing and realising what a 

massive moment in my life was taking place. 

The ’bridal’ imagery of consecration has always been really special to me.  At 

my first Summer School of Evangelisation in 2011 I received a prophetic word 

from someone praying over me about a diamond.  This person had no idea 

that a few months earlier on retreat at Jamberoo Abbey I had felt so much 

excitement in response to the prospect that Jesus was calling me to conse-

crate myself to Him as a religious sister.  Since then, this image of the dia-

mond, a kind of engagement ring, has stayed with me as I discerned and lived 

as an MGL Sister through amazing highs and many challenges and struggles. 

I also remember being so struck the first time I heard the line from Hosea 

2:19 describing the love of God for his people as like the love between hus-

band and wife and thinking, “wow, I can’t believe God can love like that!”  

This scripture was read at my vows and inscribed inside my vows ring, worn 

on my left hand as a sign of my consecration to Jesus. 

In the speeches at my vows dinner, 

my Dad commented that the love 

between him and my Mum has 

grown since their wedding day to the 

point where he is certain that they 

are better people because of the love 

of their marriage.  The beautiful thing 

that consecrated life models is that 

the life-changing love of Jesus is on 

offer for each one of us – that Jesus 

can draw as near to us as an intimate spouse can – and that his love changes 

and betters us as we allow Him to become one with us.    Bernadette Toohey 

Set apart  

for Love alone 

A number of people asked me how I 

was feeling before I made my Initial 

Vows. One of the common questions 

was, “Are you nervous?” I wasn’t at 

all. I had a deep sense of peace. 

Over my formation years I asked 

God again and again, “Is this where 

I’m supposed to be?” He faithfully 

confirmed that, yes, this life is 

home! As I persevered through the 

struggles and questions, God was 

slowly shaping me, moulding me as I 

begun to flourish into the MGL Sister 

He created me to be. I was beyond 

excited to take the next step in my 

journey and make my Initial Vows. 

This little poem reflects something 

of the peace as Jesus and I enter the 

next stage of our journey together.  

Welcome home He whispers 

Set apart for Love alone 

Consecrated to My Wounded Heart 

Broken open, together,  

for the world 

Hope overflows 

As we dance our song of love,  

My delight, My joy. 

                                Sarah-Jane Hollitt 

Congratulations to  

Bernadette Toohey for taking  

Perpetual Vows,  

Sarah-Jane Hollitt for taking  

Initial Vows and  

Angela Uybarreta for  

making Promises recently! 

 

What a beautiful gift 

to our sisterhood. 



Donations can be made by credit card via our 

website (www.mglsisters.org/donate), by direct 

deposit or by cheque: Commonwealth Bank 

Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters 

BSB:   062-913    ACC:   1032 2059  

 

Please find enclosed my donation of $.......................... 

 

NAME    …………………………………………………………….. 

 

ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………..……...    

 

POST CODE:.………………………………………………………………. 

 

EMAIL………………………..………………………………………………. 

 

PHONE ………………………………………………………………………. 

Canberra 

3 Karney St 

KAMBAH ACT 2902 

p: (02) 6166 6941  

mglsisters@gmail.com 

Melbourne 

6 Dunstan Street 

NORTH BALWYN VIC 3104 

p. (03) 9857 8177 

mglsisters.melb@gmail.com 

Sydney 

345 St Andrews Rd 

VARROVILLE NSW 2566 

p: (02) 9626 8382 

mglsisters.sydney@gmail.com 

Contact Us 
www.mglsisters.org 

Website: www.mglsisters.org 

News & Blog:  

www.mglsisters.org/news 

Donate:  

www.mglsisters.org/donate 

With thanks to Bytes ‘n Colours in Canberra for their generous ongoing support in printing this newsletter. www.bytesncolours.com.au 

Captured by Love 
Every vocation to consecrated life is a miracle of God’s 
grace, and a constant source of wonder and awe to us 
who find ourselves called and chosen.  
God takes the initiative, touches us, and draws us, 
attracts us, and captures us in love. It can happen at any 
time, even for some of us as quite young children.  

The word of the Lord was addressed to me, saying, 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
Before you came to birth I consecrated you. I have ap-
pointed you as prophet to the nations.’ Jer 1:4, 5 
This claim of love gradually takes hold of our whole per-
son and all our human gifts to be life giving, love giving, 
self-giving through the charism of the vow of chastity. It 
demands a daily, constant choice for God above all and 
in all, and colours all our relationships and our mission. 

Patti Jo Crockett 

Facebook: Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters 

& Starting Anew With Jesus 

Instagram: @mglsisters 

The MGL Sisters depend on providence. 
If you would like to support our work, your donations 

and prayers would be very much appreciated. 

Consecrated Life Weekends 2021 
Have you been wondering what the sisters do  

or what our life is all about?  Here’s your oppor-
tunity to come and hear, ask questions and experi-
ence prayer, talks, sisterhood and times of sharing 

to help you discern your vocation. 
Sydney: 15-16 May 

Melbourne: 28-29 August 
Canberra: 16-17 October 

 

Outpouring: Pentecost Retreat  
19-23 May 2021 

A 5 day intensive retreat in an interactive  
community to prepare you for Pentecost and 

deepen your experience of Baptism in the Spirit. 
Join us online or 

at our live-in retreat in Varroville, NSW. 
More info & registration: trybooking.com/BQBJH 


